2025.12.24 Lights on Wargraves – H.M. (Margré) van Wijngaarden.


2025.12.24  Lights on wargraves HMvW.

Dear all, welcome on our cemetary on a very cold Christmas Eve, where we are gathered with a small group of loyal people for the 8th time to put Lights on the graves of the Lancaster Popeye crew. This tradition started in Holten (The Canadian cemetary) 10 years ago, and this year it has expanded to more than 570 locations and more than 29.500 wargraves that will be lighted with candles at this hour in memory of those who fought for our freedom. 
May I please invite:

1.Mrs. Sandra Verdoorn, very committed, dedicated  member of the 4th of May and Orange Committee

2.Mr. Hugo Spek, member of the board of the Dorpsbehoud foundation; 

3.Mr. Arjan Kosten, elderman of Papendrecht and responsible for the cemetary;

4.Mr. Erwin van Wijngaarden, member of Taskforce Lancaster Popeye, following the footsteps of his father and his grandparents who started the connection with the relatives in 1945; 

5.Mr. Edgar Zaagsma, consul of the Wargraves in Papendrecht

6.Mrs. Margreet Van Driel, Mayor of Papendrecht, who has shown interest and dedication for the Popeye Crew since the day she became Mayor;

7.Mr. Peter-Jan van der Giessen, member of the Taskforce Lancaster Popeye, just as his father before him, now is already 45 years involved in the remembrance of the crew;

With these lights we honour and salute:

Charles Alfred Barlow, age 19 

Colin Mervyn Clarey, age 30,

Douglas Hancock, age 20,

Samuel Edward Kirkland, age 25,

Edward John Line, age 21,

Herbert Charles Luton, age 25,

Arthur Walter Middleton, age 21.

Let us have one moment of silence now.

Dear Popeye crew,

Last year we commemorated that on July  21st, it was 80 years ago, the Popeye crashed. With relatives of crewmembers Ted Line, Colin Clarey and Arthur Middleton we spent days and evenings, memorable time, ending up as one big Popeye family. We’ll meet again became real in 2025.

This year relatives of Ted Line and Arthur Middleton joined us with our National Remembranceday on May 4th. One moment is lasered in my heart: Linda, daughter of Ted and Marie Line, standing at the grave of her father, together with her daughter, granddaughter and great-grandchildren. Four generations of whoms existance you have never known. We celebrated 80 years of Liberation together. And again we shared unforgettable moments, with mutual growing love and affection, for eachother and for you, the ones who have paid the highest price for our freedom. 

But not everywhere freedom can be celebrated, In many countries war and violence still take many precious lives, day after day. Yet we must remain hopeful, hope kept many Dutch alive during Worldwar 2. And for being part of our liberation we cannot thank you enough,therefore we will keep on telling the story of your bravery also to the next generations.  

On behalf of all of us, I will now read you the poem, written this year by Karen Middleton, niece of Arthur Walter Middleton for you, the Popeye crew.

For the crew of the Lancaster Popeye

July 21st 1944

I never met you, but I know your name

It is etched in stone, in Holland on your grave.

In the 7th month 7 men flew in a borrowed sky

Far from home, with honour, and prepared to die.

in Papendrecht, you fell

where silence speaks and flowers tell.

The Dutch remembers with hearts aligned

wreaths, candles and years all left behind.

still today, they tell their children the story,

of how 7 men died in glory.

Yes, I never met you but I know your name,

In a museum your picture hangs in a frame,

along with the rest of the Crew,

All of whom I never knew.
Finally, for the relatives, living in the UK, Canada and Australia, who are in their minds with us, as they are in ours, I would like to end with a few words:

And in the quiet of the night we remember those in heaven

Feeling their love wrapped around us 

Like the glow of Christmas lights in the night.
We will always remember them.

Thank you all for being here. I wish you all a Peaceful Christmas.

H.M.(Margré) van Wijngaarden, 

Chairman
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